
Week 23—Caught Not Taught 
 
 
Read 
     A wife invited some people to dinner.  At the table, she turned to their six-year-old 
daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?”  “I wouldn’t know what to say,” 
the girl replied.  “Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the wife answered.  The daughter 
bowed her head and said, “Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?” 27  
 

27A Children’s Leader Devotion, (Lake Forest, CA: Saddleback Church), Week  32. 
 
 
Reflect 
Keep vigilant watch over your heart; that’s where life starts.   Don’t talk out of both sides 

of your mouth; avoid careless banter, white lies, and gossip. (Proverbs 4:23-24) 
 
 

Respond 
     I was in a small church on a Sunday evening and one of the youth said to me, “Do you 
know why they ask the youth to take up the offering on Sunday nights?”  
     “What do you mean?” I replied.  
     She answered, “It’s because none of the deacons are here.”  
     As I looked around I realized there was a great amount of truth in what she said. Only 
two out of ten or more deacons were present that night.  
     It’s amazing how students can pick up on just about everything we say or do. They 
know when we’re in worship service and when we’re not and if we’re absent they 
wonder why. They watch from a distance and soak in all that happens with us. They 
listen as we talk with other adults and many of them are watching to see if what we have 
is “real.” Consider the best teachers you ever had: What do you remember about them? 
Probably not a single lesson they taught, but you remember their passion, how they 
treated you, your relationship with them, how you felt important when you approached 
them with a question, etc. Life’s best lessons are not taught—They are caught. 
     What are your students catching from you? What do you want them to catch from 
you? 
 
Write your thoughts here: 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 



 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Requests for yourself, your students, and others with whom you serve in ministry: 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Remember 

You are a living testimony to those around you—Make sure yours is a life worth 
catching. 

 


