
Burdened to the End—John R. Rice 
 
 

“I still, from my armchair, preach in great revivals. I still vision hundreds walking the 
aisles to accept Christ. I still feel hot tears for the lost . . . . I want no Christmas without 
a burden for lost souls, a message for sinners, a heart to bring in the lost. May food be 
tasteless, music a discord, Christmas a farce if I forget the dying millions; if this fire in 
my bones does not still flame. Not till I die or not till Jesus comes will I ever be eased 

from this burden, these tears, this toil to save souls.” 
 

John R. Rice, age 85 

(Part of a 1980 Christmas letter dictated a few days before his death)1 
 
 
 
 

1Curtis Hutson, ed., Great Preaching on Soul Winning, (Murfreesboro, TN: Sword of the Lord Publishers), 
preface. 

 


